
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1019 May 2,180a 

tary authorities at Gravesend and his cabin disinfected. The number 
of new cases of smallpox occurring in this city shows a decrease, but 
there were 73 deaths from that disease last week as against 53, 61, and 
54 in the preceding three weeks. There were 21 farther deaths from 
smallpox in England, the large majority being in the immediate vicinity 
of London. Two, however, occurred in Swansea, and 2 also in Glasgow. 
During the week ended March 30 there were 22 cases and 10 deaths 
from plague in Egypt. For the week ended April 3 there were no 
cases in Mauritius. 

Respectfully, A. E. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

GEEMANY. 
Report from Berlin — Plague and cholera in various countries. 

Berlin, Geemany, April 11, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the latest information 
obtained from the imperial health office (Xaiserliches Gesundheitsamt) 
at Berlin, regarding plague and cholera. 

Plague. 

Egypt. — Prom March 21 to March 28, inclusive, 22 new plague 
cases (11 deaths) were recorded, viz, 16 (9) in Decheneh, 2 (1) in 
Benha, 2 (1) in Korachieh in the province of Garbieh, and 1 each in 
Abussir and J£om el Nour. 

Aden*— On March 6 a passenger who had been landed at the port 
of Aden, four days previously from an Italian steamer, died of plague. 

Beitish India. — In the Bombay Presidency there were registered 
between the 22d and 28th of February, 8,705 cases of plague (with 6,321 
deaths), and from March 1 to March 7, 7,671 cases (and 5,904 deaths). 
In the city of Bombay, during the weeks ended March 4 and March 11, 
respectively, there occurred 1,003 and 1,026 new plague cases, with 
856 and 892 deaths. 

BRiTrsH East Afeioa. 1 — In Nairobi, where, according to a dispatch 
dated March 10, the plague has, up to the present, only attacked negroes 
and Indians, it has been noted that the- outbreak of the disease was 
preceded by the death of several thousand rats. 

Beazil. — In Paranagua, according to a communication dated March 
8, 5 persons died suddenly under symptoms of plague. The mortality 
among the rats continues to increase. A few cases of plague are reported 
from Pernambuco under date of April 2. 

Queensland. — Since the third outbreak of plague, on January 27, 
there have been officially registered, up to February 22, in Brisbane, 10 
cases, of which 4 terminated in death. A large number of rats have 
been killed by order of the authorities. On April 2, 1 plague case was 
registered in Townsville. 

Plague and cholera. 

British India. — In Calcutta, during the week from February 23 to 
March 1, there were registered 415 plague cases with 349 deaths. One 
hundred and fifty-eight persons died of cholera. 
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Cholera. 

Turkey. — Between March 4 and March 17 there occurred 423 deaths 
from cholera among the pilgrims on the way from Medina to Mecca. 
During the week ended March 24 there were officially recorded 523 
deaths from cholera in Mecca. In Djiddah, where returning pilgrims 
are already arriving, 17 deaths from cholera occurred between March 18 
and March 24. 

Dutch India. — In the district of Soerabaya, between February 9 and 
February 22, there were recorded 18 cases of cholera, with 6 deaths. 
Eespectfully, Frank H. Mason, 

United States Consul- General. 
The Surgeon General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Increase of cancer in Germany and other countries. 

[Extract from a lecture delivered by the government counsellor, Dr. Wutzdorff, of the 
imperial health office at Berlin.] 

Berlin, Germany, April 11, 1902. 

As will be seen by reference to the tables contained in a previous 
report of this series, there were registered in the German Empire in the 
year 1892, among each 100,000 inhabitants, 59.6 deaths from cancer, 
which increased in 1898 to 70.6. During the seven years, therefore, 
from 1892 to 1898, the deaths from this disease hart increased by 18.5 
per cent. 

The circumstance that such a considerable increase has taken place 
within so short a period speaks more forcibly than any other argument 
could do against the views entertained in various quarters that there 
has been no actual spread of cancer in Germany, but that owing to the 
increase of wealth among the middle classes and as a result of the legis- 
lation for the protection of the working classes, medical attendance is 
much better than formerly, and that consequently the diagnosis of dis- 
ease is more accurate. During the period mentioned the conditions in 
question have not changed so considerably that the great increase in the 
number of deaths from cancer could be thus explained. 

According to the geographical position (see chart attached) the spread 
of cancer is most noticeable, in the north, in *Luebeck, Hamburg, and 
Schleswig-Holstein ; in the south in Baden, Bavaria (especially right of 
the Bhine), "Wurttemberg, Hessen. and Alsace Lorraine, and in the 
middle of Germany, in Saxony, Brunswick, and Berlin. 

The significant fact that in some of the States in the south of Germany 
and in the kingdom of Saxony, the number of deaths from cancer was 
increasing to an alarming extent, had been remarked for some time by 
the imperial health office and led to the official investigations which 
have been made as to the cause thereof. A satisfactory explantion of 
the increase in the number of deaths from cancer has, however, not yet 
been found. But it is confidently hoped that the movement initiated 
by the committee for the investigation of cancer (comite - fur Krebs- 
forschung) will tend to throw light upon this dark question. 

In conclusion, I most not omit reference to the increase in the number 
of deaths from cancer in other countries. In England, during the decade 
from 1861-1870, there died among each 1,000,000 inhabitants 384 per- 
sons ; in the following decade, 468 ; from 1881-1890, on an average 589, 
and in the year 1899, 829. The increase amounted to 56.3 per cent (1881 
to 1899) among males, and 32 per cent among females. In the Nether- 



